STATE OF VERMONT
HUMAN SERVI CES BOARD
In re Fair Hearing No. 18,790

)
)
Appeal of g

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision by the Departnent of
Prevention, Assistance, Transition and Health Access (PATH)
termnating his eligibility for the Vernont Health Assistance

Program (VHAP) based on excess incone.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is a single person who has been
enrolled in the VHAP nedi cal insurance program since February
7, 2003. In July of 2003 he paid a six nonth prem um which
was to cover himthrough Decenber of 2003. The petitioner has
health insurance available to himthrough his enployer but he
did not elect to take it because he was a recipient of VHAP.

2. The petitioner reported to PATH that he had gross
i ncome of $1,785.86 in Septenber of 2003. After a $90
enpl oynment expense deduction, PATH determ ned that the anount
was in excess of program maxi muns and notified the petitioner
on Cctober 14, 2003 that his VHAP benefits would end on

Novenber 1, 2003.



Fair Hearing No. 18, 790 Page 2

3. The petitioner earns a base incone of $1,544 per
month from his enpl oynent and often has overtine anmounting to
$140 or nore per nonth.

4. PATH has agreed to reinburse the portion of his
prem um whi ch covered the nonths of Novenber and Decenber of
2003.

ORDER

The decision of PATH term nating the petitioner’s VHAP is

affirned.
REASONS

The VHAP programis only available to individuals who
have “countabl e i ncone under the applicable inconme test.”
VHAP 4001.8. Countable incone is figured by subjecting the
i ndi vidual’s gross incone to avail abl e deductions. VHAP
4001.81. The only deduction for which the petitioner is
eligible is the $90 “standard enpl oynent expense deduction.”
4001.81(e). The petitioner’s countable inconme for VHAP
purposes at the tine his benefits were closed was $1, 695. 86
(%1, 785.86 m nus $90). The nmaxi mum countable inconme for a
singl e individual w thout dependents in the VHAP programis
$1, 123 per nonth. P-2420B. PATH was correct in determ ning
that the petitioner’s incone was in excess of program maxi muns

and that his eligibility should cease. It appears that the
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petitioner’s income has continued to be well-above program
maxi munms in the nonths since the closure. As PATH has acted
in accord with its regulations, the Board is bound to uphold
the result. 3 V.S.A 8§ 3091(d), Fair Hearing Rule 17.
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